Can Europe afford to forget Yaguine & Fodé’s Message ?  

On August 2, 1999, the dead bodies of two Guineans boys – Yaguine & Fodé – were found in the landing gear of a Sabena flight returning from Africa. A letter was found under the shirt of one of them : “Excellencies, Members and responsible Authorities of Europe…. Help us, we are suffering terribly in Africa,. As for children’s rights , we have ….not enough education and teaching…This is why we, the children and young people in Africa, ask you to embark on a large-scale, efficient organisation for Africa so that our countries can develop. …If you see that we risk our lives and sacrifice ourselves, it is because …..we need you to fight against poverty and to end war... Nevertheless, we want to study and ask you to help us study to become like you, in Africa….” .Signed Yaguine Koita and Fodé Tounkara.
Unfortunately, Yaguine and Fodé are not alone. By 2050, Africa will have become the largest reservoir of youngsters in the world, while the number of those remaining illiterate continues to grow by 2 millions/year. Only 1/3 of young Africans have access to secondary education.  The number of African poors earning less than 2 $/day, continues to grow. Humanity as a whole and Europe in particular cannot afford to continue to let them down … for their and its own sake.  

African organisations know the problems best, propose solutions well adapted to the local socio-economic context, put kids at school at lower unit costs than anyone else and are at the forefront of the fight to get their governments to respect their children’s right. Thousands of them invest with dynamism, self-sacrifice and perseverance in the education of their youngsters. IDAY is committed to empower the African organisations who fight to give the African youth a quality basic education as a way to encourage Africans to develop themselves. 
Keep Yagine & Fodé’s message alive with  :
	[image: image1.jpg]



	 www.iday.org 
Rue des Jambes 19  BE-1420 Braine l’Alleud tel /fax : +32 (0)2 385 44 13
e.mail : iday1606@adsl.toledo.be ou idaycoordination@gmail.com 
For tax deductible gifts > 30€ : King Baudouin Foundation : 
Account : IBAN : BE10 0000 0000 0404 BIC:  BPOTBEB1 Belgium : 000-0000004-04
Obligatory communication : IDAY R10471



