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JUNE 2008 

NEWSLETTER N°4 
 

« None of us, acting alone, shall achieve success. » 
Nelson Mandela 

 
 

Last News  

 
1. Meetings encounters and activities of IDAY-international (further details on our website).  

 
- Participation in the « Biggest lesson of the World » on April 23 of 3 Belgian and one 

Ugandan school members of IDAY. They are registred in the Guiness Book of Records.   
- June 12: Celebration of the International Day of the African Childhood at the European 

Parliament. Unexpected success! Presence of 150 participants, most members of the 
Honorary Committee 4 of whom came specially from Africa; 6 delegates from African 
IDAY branches and 3 from the European ones, 3 African youngsters and several young 
representatives of the African diaspora make their voice heard; speech by the President 
of the European Parliament, video presentation of Mrs. Barbara Hendricks, musical 
intermezzo by Baaba Maal. 
 

 
European Parliament Photo  



��

�

 
- June 13: First General Assembly of IDAY-international at the City Hall of Brussels 

(minutes will be available on website). Adoption of several motions, nomination of a 
new Board of Directors and Management Committee. Presentation of draft Internal 
Regulation.  
 

 
 

 
Nicolas Schul Photo 

 
 

2. Encounters, meetings and activities of the IDAY-national coalitions. Programmes 
available on the website and reports as soon as available or presented on the national 
blogs.  

 

              
IDAY-Mauritanie Photo 
 

- IDAY-Belgium: Seminar on April 24th: “Millenium Objectives : Poverty & Education in 
Africa : all concerned”.  

 

- June 13: Exciting concert 
of Baaba Maal in 
Brussels with numerous 
artists to promote access 
to basic education in 
Africa. Fully booked !  
 

- June 14: Seconde 
grandiose concert 
grandiose of the artist in 
Antwerp. Fully booked 
again! 
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- France from end of May to June 16: The Two-week for the African Youth. Numerous 
activities organised by more than 15 associations !  

 

 
www.monarchie.lu 

 - London: Thematic evening on June 16 in presence of Mrs. Hauwa Ibrahim organised by 
NIDOE. 

- Belgium: Advocacy day about on the education problems in Africa. Street theatre 
presentation in the streets of Brussels on June 14. African dinner and dances in Waterloo on 
June 20. Theater presentation and sister-city officialised with a city in Benin in Remicourt 
on June 26. 

 
Street Theater in Brussels – Planète Cultures 

 

2. L’AGENDA 

1. IDAY – international : 

- Sending the IDAY-2008 Manifesto to the Embassies of African and European countries 
represented in Brussels, European Institutions, the African Union, sponsors,... 

- September 2 to 4: possible participation of IDAY-international at the Forum High Level 
Group on « Aid Efficiency » in Accra (+ visit to Togo?).  

- Luxembourg: Tound table 
« The education in Africa : 
new realities and future 
challenges » in      presence 
of Her Royal Highness the 
Grand Duchess of 
Luxembourg (see also 
pictures on 
www.monarchie.lu).�
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- September 30: participation of IDAY-international at the Philanthropy Day organised by the 
King Baudouin Foundation. 

- November: conference on « Aid efficiency in the field of Education in Africa » co-organised 
with the University Center of Sint Ignacius of Antwerp (USCIA).  

   
2. IDAY Coalitions  

Reminder: The IDAY “Project Market” is operational.  IDAY-International will process 
proposals sent by the coalitions for publication on the website.   

  
-   Deliver the IDAY-2008 Manifesto to their Government 

-   Complete their blogs with the pictures and report on their June 16 activities; 
-   Send the Evaluation reports on the June 16 ceremonies in their country (see canevas on the 

website); 
 
E.mail connection was made with representatives of the Cameroon diaspora in Canada who 
have the intention to commemorate the International Day of the African Youth next year in 
Canada under the IDAY banner.  
 

3. DOCUMENTS & LINKS 

 
- Attached to this Newsletter you will find the French version of the Power Point Presentation 

on the methodology of advocacy presented by Hélène Ryckmans of “Le Monde selon les 
Femmes” at the General Assembly on June 13. This document can be utilised and spread 
around with the mention of its source: Le Monde selon les femmes asbl. 
 

4. THOUGHTS   

« Does Europe really want to help Africa develop?” 1 

Your Excellencies, Misses & Mister President, Ladies and Gentlemen ; Mister President, Mrs Vice-
President, Ladies & Gentlemen,  

The Ivorian sociologist Axelle Kabou,, who has mysteriously disappeared, had the merit in her 
book « L’Afrique veut-elle vraiment se développer ? »  to ask a real question. Is it not time for 
Europe to do the same? 

It implies that we first confront the general problem of foreign aid inefficiency as recently recalled 
by the International Monetary Fund in its report «  Aid & Growth ». This report confirms numerous 
reports published over the last 30 years which all put in doubt the capacity of foreign aid to 
contribute effectively to the economic development of recipient countries.  
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This fundamental question will not be handled here but in a seminar organised together with the  
Universiteit Sint Ignatius Antwerpen (USCIA) in that city next November. IDAY does not doubt 
the very principle of helping financially the poorest countries : foreign aid remains a popular 
expression of international solidarity that should be maintained or even increased. What is at stake 
is how it is granted. 
On the basis of these analyses and after having consulted the organisations of the African civil 
society involved in education projects, IDAY considers that if Europe really wants to contribute to 
the development of Africa, it should adopt 5 basic rules. 

Rule n° 1: Recognise that development is an endogenous process by which people seek to 
determine their own future: one develops oneself, one cannot develop someone else. Additional 
outside capital is useful only there where population and governments have already initiated the 
development process. Aid will not help a country out of poverty : aid is useful only there where it 
amplifies an economy in its take off stage.    

Rule n° 2 : for people to start this process, it must meet two conditions. They must be conscious of 
their fundamental rights. Experts today identify the ignorance of once rights as the main cause of 
poverty: being afraid of requiring that one’s rights are met is conducive to complacency that is 
incompatible with development. Secondly, a sufficient large share of the population must be literate 
so as to participate in the strategic decisions of one’s country. To become conscious of one’s rights, 
one must know how to read and write : basic education is the pedestal of the fight against poverty. 
Today, 40% of the African youth is illiterate, and contrary to the trend in other continents, in Africa, 
their number continues to grow. With such a proportion of illiterate youngsters, it is illusory to 
expect Africa not to succumb to the main drawback of aid (being conditioned mainly by donors’ 
interests and only marginally by those of the target population) and, hence, to see Africa embark on 
an equitable and sustainable economic growth-path.   

Rule n° 3 : Foreign aid – public as well as private – is both inadequate and creates too many 
distortions to be considered as the main tool to eliminate the educational deficit in Africa.  It 
induces a feeling of dependency toward abroad which is antagonistic to development as defined 
above. If our commitment to provide basic education for all by 2015 is to be met, it is necessary to 
raise significantly – doubling or trebling- the budgets of the African government. They correspond 
today to about 5% of GDP2 as compared to 14% for defence and security. If Europe wants really to 
contribute to development in Africa, particularly with a growing share of its aid granted in the form 
of budgetary contributions, she must first see to it that these percentages are reversed.  

Rule n° 4 : Only a massive action by the organisations of the civil societies involved in education 
can bring governments to invest more in basic education in Africa. European governments should 
recognise the particular role the African diaspora can play in this action.   

Rule N° 5 : Hence, European aid to Africa should focus on 3 axes : the basic education sector, the 
empowerment of organisations of the African civil society and advocacy toward the government 
authorities to get them to invest more in basic education;  
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The challenge for Europe with its ageing population is critical. Africa has today a population of 745 
millions. With rate of growth of close to 3% it will double by 2030 and exceed 2 billion by 2050.. 
In addition to its unspoiled natural beauties, its exceptional wealth in primary products, Africa will 
then be the largest reservoir of youngsters in the world.  

Irrealistic proposals? In 2000 in Dakar & New York we all committed ourselves to give all a quality 
basic education by 2015 (2nd Millennium Development Objective). It is in Europe’s interest, 
considering its comparative advantage in democracy, to help train the African youth and maintain 
hereby its privileged relationship with this nearby continent. It is the expectation of the African 
youth as expressed in the famous message of Yaguine & Fodé, the two Guineans found dead in the 
landing gear of a plane coming from Africa on the Brussels tarmac in 1999. But it is also the dream 
of the European youth for a better world. But can such a world exist if the largest pool of youngsters 
remain excluded from the blessings of a globalised humanity.  

The international network of IDAY seeks to help the African youth to meet this challenge. 

 

European Parliament Photo 
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