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	INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE AFRICAN CHILDHOOD

JOURNEE INTERNATIONALE DE L’ENFANCE AFRICAINE

INTERNATIONALER TAG DER AFRIKANISCHEN KINDHEIT

INTERNATIONALE DAG VAN DE AFRIKAANSE JEUGD

DIA INTERNACIONAL DE LA INFANCIA AFRICANA

….and its YOUTH  -   IDAY    -    www.1606.eu



APRIL 2008
NEWSLETTER N°3
«  The cricket holds in the palm of the hand 
but he is heard all over the fields. »
LAST NEWS
1. Past meetings and activities of IDAY – international (minutes on the website of IDAY-International).
The IDAY website - www.1606.eu – was updated. Go and take a look, in particular at the « Project Market » and the space reserved for exchanges among schools (e.pals under “Links”). 
· February 11: Completion of the concept note submitted to the European Commission for financing of IDAY’s advocacy operations in favour of education as a way to fight poverty and economic integration of 4 000 girls in post conflict areas. Copies available upon request (in French only). 
-     February 27 till March 9: Jean-Jacques SCHUL visited Uganda, Burundi & Rwanda 

· March 11 in Brussels : presentation of IDAY to Mrs. Barbara Hendricks who has in the meantime accepted to address the audience on June 12th at the European Parliament. 

· March 19 & April 14: first meetings with the King Baudouin Foundation to examine its support of IDAY as a promoter of a growing roll of the African diaspora in projects of collective interest in Africa. 

· March 25 in Brussels: first meeting of the Management Committee of IDAY-International. 

· April 1: meeting with the management of “Jeunesses Musicales Internationales (JMI)” (www.jmi.net) to examine the potential areas of collaboration between JMI et IDAY for the expansion in West & Central Africa of their « Music Crossroads » programme. 

· April 2: meeting with the European Parliament (EP) to prepare the meeting of June 12th. Confirmation that M. Hans-Gert Pöttering, President of the EP will chair the meeting himself. 

2. Meetings & activities of national IDAY-coalitions (minutes on the IDAY website under « IDAY-Coalitions ».
· Luxemburg : Official launching of the IDAY-2008 campaign with M. Jean-Louis Schiltz, Minister of the Cooperation and Humanitarian Action. Numerous articles in the press on the blog of IDAY-Luxembourg.
· Creation of the blog of IDAY-France. 

· IDAY-Camerooun grows and is meeting with the Minister of National Education

· DAY-Belgium revises its blog, reorganises itself, and prepares a Solidarity diner on April 18 and a seminar on April 24 in Brussels.
- 
March 1 in Kampala: IDAY-Uganda : Meeting with the members of the Slum NGOs Network (SNN)
-
March 4 in Bujumbura : First constitutional meeting of IDAY-Burundi 
-
March 7 in Kigali : First meeting of several organisations who intend to create IDAY-Rwanda to participate as a unit in the existing coalition composed of large, mainly foreign organisations.  

· March  31 in Brussels:  IDAY – Belgium. Meeting to organise the Solidarity Dinner on April 18th and the Seminar on April 24th.

· May 31 : festivity organised by IDAY-France
2. The AGENDA
1. IDAY – international :
· From March 29 to April 13 : Catherine Lievens, Executive Secretary of IDAY-International visits Burkina-Faso, Togo & Benin.

· April 4: submission to the City of Brussels of a proposal for financial assistance to support the activities on June 13th and 14th in Brussels. 

· April 15 : Meeting with Mrs. Irène Horejs, Head of the Unit “Human Development, social cohesion and employment” of the European Commission. 

· April 15 : Meeting with potential sponsors in Antwerp. 
· April 19 10h30: meeting in Brussels of the representatives of IDAY-Europe.  

· Wednesday  April 23: The World’s Biggest Lessons of the Global Campaign for Education. More information : http://www.campaignforeducation.org/biggestlesson/
-
April 28 : Meeting with the Representatives of University of St. Ignacius of Antwerp to examine the preparation of a seminar in the autumn on the efficiency of foreign aid as a tool of economic development. 
· May10, at the latest, sending to IDAY-International the national proposals for the Manifesto of IDAY-2008. 
· June 5: Sending to the African & European authorities the IDAY-2008 Manifesto.  
· June 12  : Celebration of the Day of the African Childhood at the European Parliament under the chairmanship of M. Hans-Gert Pöttering, President of the  European Parliament & Mrs. Luisa Morgantini, Vice-President of the European Parliament. 
· June 13 from 9h00 till 17h00 at the Brussels Town Hall: First meeting of the African diaspora and the Representatives of African IDAY coalitions to develop a joint strategy to achieve basic education for all by 2015. 
· June 14: Celebration of the International Day of the African Childhood in the streets of Brussels. 
2. IDAY National Coalitions (see also existing blogs/websites): 
· June 14 Antwerp and Ghent: Celebration of the International Day of the African Childhood in Ghent and Antwerp (concert and discussion on basic teaching in Africa Baaba Maal).
· June 16: Seminar organised by IDAY-Luxembourg. 

· June 20: Celebration of the International Day of the African Childhood in Waterloo (Belgium).  

Reminder : conditions for receiving access and financial assistance from IDAY-international for the activities of June 16 (documents available on the website under “IDAY-International”:

- Members of the coalition sign the Charter. Signed Charters remain with the representative of the coalition who informs IDAY-international of the list of registered members.

- Fill in the « Forms for Application » and send it to IDAY-International by 15 April.
- Send a note confirming that the coalition has been officially established and a delegate to the June meeting in Brussels nominated by all members also to be sent to IDAY-international by April 15.
- Use the IDAY logo on all public documents (accessible in colour and black & white on our site)
- Participate in the writing up of the Manifesto (to be sent to IDAY on May 10 at the latest). IDAY-international suggests that each coalition submits a limited number of practical recommendations to raise the number of schooled children and youngsters in their country. Some of the recommendations must be realisable within one year time. Avoid broad global principles which are incompatible with the financial situation of your government.  The “national” manifestoes will be annexed to the collective one. Each coalition will submit in June “its” manifesto to his Government officials together with the collective one. 
REMINDER : URGENT for coalitions to create their blog or website so as to facilitate to all members access to minutes of meetings, organisational documents, list of members, contacts,… These blogs or websites are necessary to enlarge the network and to exchange good practices and encourage exchanges among African and European schools. 

A few addresses for assistance to create simple blogs : 
· http://www.canalblog.com/public/
· http://www.over-blog.com/inscription-blog.html 

· https://www.blogger.com/start
3. DOCUMENTS ET LINKS
· « UNESCO report: Education for All – Global Monitoring Report » : http://portal.unesco.org/education/fr/ev.php-URL_ID=49591&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
4. THOUGHTS 
1. Question of vocabulary . 
We propose to replace in future texts the words « education for all » by « teaching, learning or schooling for all ». Indeed, an illiterate child can behave as a well educated person in the sense that he respects his culture and his environment even though he may not have gone to school. At times, one even wonders if poor people with limited schooling are globally not better « educated » than rich ones having gone to university.  It is not because a child did not have access to basic teaching that he has no education. Language being a powerful vector of ideas and stereotypes, it seems imperative to us that we choose our words carefully. 
Does this issue concern only languages of latin origin?  What do you think?
2. Prospective (according to an article in the Financial Times of March 1 2008)
The basic teaching deficit (a full cycle of primary education or functional literacy) is mainly analysed in terms of the existing population. It is true that on most continents, the birth control programmes and economic growth have reduced demographic growth. Moreover, in Africa, having to school 70 millions of young people, is in itself a sufficiently daunting issue to  have to look also into the future. Hence, one tends to overlook the strong demographic growth in Africa (about 2.9%) : current population of 744 millions will double by 2030 and could reach 2 billion by 2050. Since more than half the African population is made up of youngsters aged less than 24, Africa will become the main reservoir of young people in the world by the middle of the century. It is in the interest of humanity as a whole, and especially of Europe, that all these youngsters have had access to a quality basic teaching to allow them to be a trump rather than a burden. The longer the African and European governments wait to take the appropriate measures to provide basic quality teaching to all in Africa, the harder the task will become. 
3. « Volatility Kills: recent economic growth in Sub-Saharan Africa may not be sustainable».  

Under this title, Scientific American
 warns against excessive optimism when observing that economic growth in Sub-Saharan Africa reached record levels (5.6% en 2006). Does this performance give hope that the 40% of the 744 millions of  Africans who live with less than 1 USD per day will soon come out of poverty ? According to several authors cited in the article, the historic records on this part of the continent show that periods of fast growth are more often than elsewhere in the world followed by periods of more limited growth resulting in persisting poverty. To change this trend around, the “economic fundamentals” need to change. It is in particular recommended that donors change their development aid practices.  
� Scientific American, April 2008. page 10
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